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Percent of Normal Precipitation
Water Year 2012
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* QOctober — April

* More than half of
Montana averaging
near to above
normal

* Areas west,
southwest to south
central and east
averaging below to
well below normal
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Percent of Normal Precipitation

Calendar Year 2012
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* January — April
* Below to well
below normal west,

southwest to south
central and east

* Above to well
above normal
north central to
south east
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Temperature Anomalies
May 1 - 8, 2012

* Temperatures averaging
near to below normal
* Highs
* Northwest — 4-10 degrees
below normal

* LoOws

*  West/southwest/central — 0-4
degrees below normal

Low Temperatures




Percent of Average Precipitation
May 1 -8
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Yaak River near Troy
has a 50% chance of
rising above flood
stage

* Remaining sites
currently have a less
than 30% chance of
rising above flood
stage
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Probability of Minor Flooding
East of the Divide

* Big Hole River near
Melrose has a 92%
chance of rising above
tflood stage

* Gallatin River near
Gallatin Gateway has a
45% chance of flooding

* Remaining sites
currently have a 30% or
less change of rising
above flood stage

Minor Flooding
= 20%




Statewide Average Precipitation
May first of two wettest months

@ Statewide Average Precip
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National Drought Monitor
Issued May 8, 2012

* ‘Abnormally Dry’ in
southwest, sout
central and southeast
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8 to 14 Day Outlook
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* West to southwest
flow aloft into
Montana
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8 to 14 Day Outlook
May 17-23, 2012

lemperature Precipitation

L™

* 40% to 50% chance temperatures will be * 33% to 40% chance precipitation will be
above normal over Montana below normal extreme western Montana

* 33% to 40% chances precipitation will be
above normal over eastern Montana



El Nino / La Nina

Neutral conditions expected to continue through summer 2012.
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El Nino/La Nina

Probabilistic Outlook

Viay CPC/IR1 Consensus Probabllistic ENSO Forecast

EMS0 state based on NINO3.4 55T Anomaly
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Meutral ENSO: —0.45°C to 0.45°C
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May Outlook

Updated April 30

lemperature Precipitation
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EC_MEANS_EQ

ETITTY ‘N PERNMRORTI TTY
* Equal chances temperatures will be * 33% to 40% chance precipitation will
above, below or near normal across be below normal southwest into

Montana south central Montana

* Equal chances precipitation will be
above, below or near normal across
remainder of Montana



June — August Outlook
Updated April 19

Precipitation
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* Equal chances temperatures will be % 33% to 50% chance precipitation will

above, below or near normal across be below normal over west and
Montana central Montana
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e ™ NoDrought
PostediPredicted
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- Drought to persist or
intensify

m Drought ongoing, some
improvement
Drought likely to improve,
impacts ease
Drought development
likely

U.S. Seasonal Drou
Drought Tendency During

Drought Outlook through June

Issued May 3, 2012

aptﬂuﬂnpk
e Valid Period

Valid for May 17 - August 37, 2072
Released May 17, 2012

* No drought
development
forecast for
Montana
through July

Improvement

Mo Drought e-d_g:—h;lﬂ

Posted/Predict

Depicts large-seale trends based on sublechively derived protablities guided
by shor- and lng-range statiscal and dynamical forecasts. Shost-tarm avents

—gch as Individual siorms — cannot be BEH.IE'IE'F]' forecast more than a few ﬂ-aj'E-l'I'I agvanose,
Lise caution for appications — such a5 crops — that can be atscied by such events.

"Ongoing” drought areas are approadmated from the Drought Monltor (D1 to D4 Intensky).

For weekly drought updates, see the latest U.S. Drought Monitor. NOTE: the grean improvemant
areas Imply a1 least a 1-ca=gory Improvement in the Drought Monitor In2nsiy levels,

but do not necassarky Imply drought elimination.



In Summary...

* April precipitation was normal to above normal north
central, northeast and southeast

* Chances for minor flooding this year have decreased from
earlier in the season

* Chances for moderate to major flooding are still low

* May - Forecast calling for equal chances for above, below or
near normal temperatures and precipitation across much of
Montana

* June through August - Forecast calling for equal chances for
above, below or near normal temperatures with better
chances for below normal precipitation

* New update’ issued next Thursday, May 17



weather.gov

weather.gov/billings

weather.gov/glasgow
weather.gov/missoula
weather.gov/greattalls




